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COVID-19 claims its first life in Pa. 


By Mick Stine 
sy Poet Gaete 


‘The worldwide outbreak af the 
CcOVIDG virus, which has killed 
thousands wore, claimed i 
Brst victim in Pennsylvania on 
Wednesday. 

‘A Northampton County man 
did while being trated at a hospi- 
tal the health department said. 

"The Morning Cal in Allentown 
identified the man as Carmine 
Fusen, 58, who died Wednesday af. 
temoon at St. Luke's University 
Hospital in Fountain Hill Pa. a% 
the victim. The newspaper added 
be died just fve days afler his sis- 
ter, Rita Puss Jackson, also in her 


Gs, diod. She was from New Jer- 

According to their sister, Andri 
ana Fusco, multiple members of 
heir family, wha are in New Jer 
‘yal bave contracted the virus 
Several of thera are in critical com 
‘ition shes 

"Ths New York Times reported 
‘Wednesday night that Mr. Fusco’: 
mother dhed hoursafter er son 

"The Pennsylvania death under 
scones the severity ofthe disease, 
‘Pennaylvania Gov. Tam Wolf saki. 
adding that in under two weeks, 
ore than 190 eases of COVID-19. 
have been identified within our 
borders, and the sprend af COVID- 
19 neross our commonwealth is 
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increasingatanexponential rate 
“Today a is Just tne first death of 
what wil become many,” Mr. Wolf 
Said." And our anly hape isto keep 
Dur hospitals from being over 
‘whelmed so our medical profes- 
Sionas can do the mst they ean. 
Earlier Wednesday, the Aile- 
vheny County Health Department 
anounced i has confirmed an- 
other ense of COVID-19 and has a 
Fagot af another presumptive pos 
"Toe mumber of confirmed cases 
in the county $s eight and tore are 
four presumptive positive cas 
bringing the county's total to 12 
the ACHD said 
‘The new figure raises 


Southwestern Pennsylvania's total 
{orl with to cases onch in Wasi 
ington County and Beaver County. 
Statewide, according tothe state 
Department of Health website, 
there were 37 additional new pos 
five cases in the tate brining the 
{otal fo 181 Montgansery County in 
Eastern Pennsylvania has the 
Slats highest total, now with 42. 

Worldwide, known virus infec 
tions hit 200.000 cases Wess 
less than two weeks afier the au 
ber of cases reached 100000. 

‘ste virus spread across Penn- 
sylvania, Mr, Wolt on Monday or- 
Bered a shutdown of all ponesse 
tial pusinesses, 

‘On Wednesday, the state 
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Liquor Control Board announced 
‘governor authorized mandate to 
cease the sale af food and alco 
far on premises consumption. The 
mandate goos into elect at pn, 
and remains active until farther 

Under the new mandate, bust 
pesses must comply or risk eita- 
tions from state police, which 
‘ould put a business liquor license 
at risk. Continuing to stay open 
‘ould lead to the PLB suspending 
2 business” operation authority, 
and could put businesses at risk ob 
closure by the State Palice Bureau 
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‘Trump 
marshals 
critical 
medical 


supplies 


WASHINGTON — Describing 
hime as a wartime president 
fighting an invisible enemy, Prest 
dent Donald Trump on Wednesday 
invoked rarely used emerseney 
powers to marsal ete medical 
Sipplies against the coronaviris 
pandemie while the Senate ap 
Proved an aid package that wil 
Farante siek leave to workers 
ho talil 
‘Me. Trump tapped his authority 
under the 7year oid Deense Pro- 
duction Act to ive the governament 
‘mare power to 
eer production 
Inside Ey eivat com 
hel sus panies and to 
fends Bemer overcome shore. 


Eounty project, ages in masks 
kargas "ventilators and 
mary 2s 8,000 other supplies: 
minewo, Yet he semed 
Banos Ba to minimi the 


lurgeney of the 

decision, late 
tweeting that he "anly signed the 
Defense Production Art to combat 
the Chinese Virus should we need 
to invoke it in a worst case sce- 
fario in the fature: 

Hopefully there will be no 
need.” be added, "but we are all in 
this TOGETHER” 

"The mixed messaging came as 
Mt. Trump took a series of other 
extraordinary steps to steady the 
Tation, its day-to-day Iie suddenly 
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A cinica statt worker conducts a cive hough COVID-19 test Wednesday at Allegheny Health Network's Wexfot 
Health + Wetness Pavilon in Pine. AHN plans to open three more orvethrough testing siles 


AHN opens first of four planned 
COVID-19 drive-through test sites 


By Sean D. Hamill 


Seeking a way to take more 
COVID-19 samples from people 
who have symptoms, but do it 
Safely, Allegheny Health Network 
fn Wednesday announced the ne 
flon's first drive through test sites 
E patients witha doctor's order 
Following the example of eat 
care system arros the country, in- 
dung the Cleveland Clinic and 
Penn Medicine in Philadelphia, 


Inside 


+ What to expect # you test postive 
forCouDaS, aa 


AHN opened the fist af a planned 
fur sites late Tuesday, taking nasal 
Sts frum 12 propie iri the garageat 
is Wexford Health + Wellness Pail 
îon in Pine on Tuestay, and another 
19 people by noon Wena 
‘Calling it a “slenificant new et 
fort in our batie against the cor 


onavirus,” Brian Parker, AHN 
chief quality oficer, sald the goal ot 
The drive-through sites was to keep 
potential COVID-19 patents “away 
Bom our emergency departments 
and physicians edfcesiftsey don't 
‘need tobe there.” 

People who have COVID-19 
symptoms and who have traveled 
{aar aflecied location or had poss! 
Bie contae! with an infected person 
are asked to not go to a doctor's 


Homeless 
shelters 
desperately 
adjust to 
new norms 


By Lacretia Wimbley 
and Diana Nelson Jones 
sgh Poste 


Social distancing is enough ofa 
challenge if you havea home. 

For the roughly 820 homeless 
people in Allegheny County, atlast 
ount, social solatlon is the norm 
‘The shelter they seek is between a 
ruck and a hard place right now — 
both crowded and potentially life- 

For that reason, shelters inthe 
area remain open; but with mare 
Screening, mom ekaning and ther 
mometers at the ready during the 
COVID emergency, 

T some eases, iner clients face 
even runter emergencies. 

"Our center will always find a 
pisce for women who are feing 
for their ives from domestic vio. 
Tence,” said Nicole Molinaro, presi- 
dent and CEO of the Women's 
Center & Shelter of Groter Pitts- 
burgh, where 50 women and chii 
drenliveatany given time; 

‘We are anticipating that do- 
mestie violence may increas” dur- 
ing the stress af closures, she said. 
“We know that stress does not 
cause domestic violence, but it can 
mak it worse. 

"its an intense moment, because 
Tea sy to our people, Go home 
fora few weeks” said hë Rev. Mike 
Wurschimidt a co- under of Shep. 
tents Heart Fellowship and CEO of 
is Veteran's Home in Uptown 

What do these precious ives da 
‘without a home oF fed? ea telose 
perationsand  willnot Weneed to 
Hvevut our lives Ior our brothers 
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Pi Miton, the owner of Home restaurant, prepares a fre dinner for 
sonice industry workers Wednesday at Satan Galley in the Stip 


Service industry 


By Bob Batz J. 
and Dan Gigier 


pasmar Postare 


‘The question posed to restau 
rant workers and bartenders was 
Straightfarward: "What would alt 
ie bit of cash help you with this 
weak 

“The answers were sobering: “Di 
apers for my newborn” "Single 
tom who needs to fed her son 
ind "Diapers groceries car pay 
ment insurance were among doe 
ens logged. 

"The source was a spreadsheet, 
shared by veteran Piteburp bar 
tenders Cat Cannon and Cecil 
Usher of Downtown based Mind: 


hustles to stay afloat, help workers 


Ms. Cannon's, Joe! Levin reached 
fut to ask how he could help ser- 
vive industry workers who will be 
Feling immediate financial fll 
out from the ongoing COVID-19 

‘They put their heads together 
and developed a spreadsheet in 
Which workers could Hst their 
Tames, where they work (or aÈ 
teady in some cases, did work) and 
in what capacity, what they'd do 
with a tew bucks, and to rente 
Some camaraderie. also asked their 
Svoritedrink 

‘Respondents also gave their 
Venmo handles so people can 
makee direct donations to heir ac 


to go through all the names and 
nfm all names and information 
fre truthful via various profes 
Siona] and socal networks” Ms, 
Cannon said 

"We want to make sure that peo- 
pl are getting the right resnuroos, 
Sa we want t do all that we can” 
Mr Usher added. 

‘Ms. Cannon and Mr- Usher 
founded their company on teach- 
ine best practices to belg servier i- 
dustry employers and employees 
better do their jobs: Now. they've 
dedicated their time to nding the 
Dast ways to assist those same em- 
mioyers and workers through an 
{inprocedented tume: 
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